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Dear Colleagues,
Dear Readers,

-

the international community of rare diseases stakeholders.

the common citizen perceives as a distant threat that would, perhaps, occur to somebody else. This might hold true for an individual 

right to healthcare for all and each person. Moreover, the plentitude of rare diseases that are independent of each other suggest that 
individuals are substantial risk of suffering from a rare condition at a point in their life. Although the more than 5,000 rare conditions 
often show widely diverse symptoms and heterogeneous phenotypes, they also share several aspects. Although patients may experi-

to research, which is needed for timely diagnosis, prevention and effective and safe treatments; correct, clear, comprehensive and 
available information to healthcare operators, families and patients; affordable and available health services, from diagnosis to reha-

and health systems have limited effective answers, and the public attention is usually focused on other important issues. There is no 

rare diseases must be raised because, from a patient perspective, the result of overlooking the demands posed by rare diseases would 
be the denial of basic rights, the stigma for the affected people and the too often unbearable burden for families left alone with their 
sorrows by the community.

-

-
cology can provide fundamental contribution in understanding pathogenesis, developing clinical management protocols and drugs. 

publishing fees, the RARE journal will take a comprehensive, open and multi-facted approach to rare diseases as an unsolved public 
health issue . In addition to providing a platform for publishing results of research that deals with diagnosis, prevention and therapy 
of rare disease, a goal of the RARE Journal, is to foster methodological research on how to synthesize and present information for the 
care of people with rare diseases, such as in health technology assessment, systematic reviews and guidelines. Thus, RARE Journal 

will publish clinical and epidemiological original research, case reports, systematic reviews and meta-analyses, as well as reports of 

such as a particular rare disease or a group of rare diseases considered from different viewpoints.

-

It will be a long journey, but long journeys start with small steps.

Domenica Taruscio, Holger Schünemann
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